
 

Congregation Beth Sholom (Teaneck, NJ) - Rosh Hashana Masorti Appeal – 5779 

 

Shana tova! 

 

I want to talk to you about the news of the past year.  

Not the news from the United States, but the news from Israel. 

 

On July 19th - less than 2 months ago - and ironically on the eve of Tisha 
b’Av - Rabbi Dov Chaiyun of Moriah Congregation of Haifa - a 
Masorti/Conservative congregation - was detained and interrogated by 
the police in the early morning – at 5:30 AM to be exact - for the “crime” 
of officiating at weddings outside the control of the Chief Rabbinate.  The 
police acted on a complaint from the Orthodox Rabbinical Court. He 
potentially faced 2 years in prison for holding these weddings. Not 
surprisingly - that very day Rabbi Chaiyun was scheduled to attend a 
Tisha B’Av study session as the guest of President Rivlin at the President’s 
residence in Jerusalem.  This was the very first time that authorities have 
acted under this law. This incident provoked outrage across Israel and 
throughout Jewish communities worldwide. By order of the Attorney 
General of Israel, Rabbi Chaiyun was released and appeared later that 
day at the President’s residence.  

In the words of Israeli-born Rabbi Chaiyun:  ”It’s hard to think of an action 
that is less Jewish, on the eve of Tisha B’av. The police have been dragged 
into serving the Orthodox rabbinical court. This is a sad day for Israeli 
democracy.”   

What’s new here is not the issue – Rabbi Chaiyun has performed many 
such marriages as do other Masorti rabbis as do rabbis from the Reform 
Movement and what might be called the modern Orthodox world.  

What’s new here is the detention by the police.   



 

 

With a touch of humor, Dr. Yizhar Hess, CEO of the Masorti Movement 
in Israel, has expressed his gratitude to the rabbinate for creating such a 
worldwide reaction but also calls this a “watershed event” and says that 
the “the snowball must be stopped”.  The snowball that Yizhar is 
referring to is not just weddings - but the Rabbinate’s control of 
conversions, life cycle events, and the abolishment of the agreed-upon 
Kotel Compromise providing an egalitarian prayer space. To clarify, these 
life cycle events within the Masorti Movement are done according to the 
same Jewish practice - halachic perspective - that we adhere to at Beth 
Sholom.  Moreover, Dr. Hess is not only concerned about the terrible 
impact this has in Israel, but its effect on Israel-Diaspora relations. Many 
Federations rushed to condemn this act.  

But now let’s look at what our Masorti Movement in Israel - with 80 
strong kehillot - is doing despite these tremendous challenges. 

 With its Jewish Pluralism Watch program, our Movement in Israel 
holds Knesset members accountable to govern on behalf of all Israelis 
based on the Zionist ethos of equality, compassion and justice for all. 
 

 With its well-known NOAM youth movement and the Ramah camping 
program, we are creating the next generation of Masorti leaders. This 
summer over 700 young Israelis attended Camp Ramah Israel. 
 

 The Shnat Sherut program is a Year of Service – a gap year - done just 
prior to the army. This program engages young Israelis in social justice 
and educational activities, cultivating a deep appreciation for Jewish 
tradition and pluralism and - like Camp Ramah in the U.S - nurtures 
leadership skills.  
 

 The ADRABA program ensures that children with disabilities have the 
opportunity to fully participate in Jewish and Israeli life – and it 



 

includes our renowned program for allowing families with children 
with disabilities to celebrate their child’s bar or bat mitzva.   
 

 The new Netaim program is a program within Camp Ramah Noam  - 
modeled on the successful programs in the U.S. – that enables 
children with disabilities to enjoy a Ramah camping experience. 
 

 And finally - Marom is a program for young adults and college 
students [from across the religious-secular divide] to study Jewish 
texts. The participants are challenged through intellectual and open 
debate in a religiously pluralistic environment – and, in some cases, it 
serves as a feeder program for new Israeli rabbis. 

 

 Then - needless to say - the Masorti Movement must keep all 
programs going - at its 80 existing synagogues. 
 

The Masorti Movement needs our help. 

Just like us at Beth Sholom, the message of the Masorti Movement in 
Israel is about inclusion, religious pluralism, and tradition. These are 
values that we espouse and that Israelis yearn to espouse. A 2017 study 
showed that over 2,400 Jewish weddings took place in Israel outside the 
authority of the Chief Rabbinate – and that does not include those young 
couples who traveled to Cyprus to get married. 

A young secular Israeli who I met only 10 days ago and who is here on a 
prestigious scholarship program at the International Center of 
Photography, told me that the religious-secular divide is not so black and 
white anymore – that the secular and modern Orthodox Israelis get it. 
He said that there is “a lot of grey” in the middle. We have to help young 
Israeli families and communities proudly and openly assert their modern 
Israeli Jewish identity. 

 



 

We have to do more to make sure that Israelis do not have to come to 
the United States to discover their Jewish identity. We have to help the  
thousands of Israelis who have gone through Camps Ramah and other 
Jewish camps to begin to nurture this rich layer to which they also have 
so much to add. 

This congregation is a leading congregation when it comes to its 
awareness and support of the Masorti Movement. Thank you!  

Let’s make 5779 a year when this message is loud and strong. I will ask 
you now to please take a moment to please fold down a tab on your card 
and indicate your support of this issue that is so critical for Israel AND for 
all of us.  

Thank you and Shana tova!  

 


