
Rabbinical	Assembly	Speech	on	Masorti		
by	Rabbi	Robert	S.	Slosberg	
	

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5-AmQnNEvk&t=2s	
	
You	 just	 listened	 to	 the	 beautiful	 voices	 of	 Shirat	 Machar,	 our	 Masorti’s	 Noam	 Youth	

Movement	 choir.	 Shirat	Machar	made	 this	 video	 in	 celebration	 of	 Israel’s	 70th	 anniversary.	 I	 also	
recommend	 on	 YouTube,	 Shirat	 Machar’s	 inspiring	 interpretation	 of	 Amir	 Gilboa’s	 Shir	 Baboker	
Baboker!	

	
It	is	a	privilege	for	me	to	share	some	remarks,	not	only	as	a	colleague,	but	as	Board	Chairman	of	the	
Masorti	Foundation.	 	 I	bring	 regards	 to	you	 from	 the	Foundation’s	new	Executive	Director,	Gideon	
Aronoff	who	is	in	Israel	visiting	our	Kehillot.	

	
The	 Masorti	 Foundation	 is	 our	 vehicle	 to	 support	 the	 Masorti	 t’nua	 in	 Eretz	 Yisrael.	 The	 Masorti	
Movement	began	as	a	group	comprised	of	a	handful	of	predominantly	American	Conservative	Jews,	
who	were	halutzim,	builders	of	the	State	of	Israel.		

	
They	 shared	 a	 vision	 of	 creating	 a	 welcoming,	 pluralistic	 movement.	 Today,	 their	 remarkable	
accomplishment	 is	 a	 fulfillment	of	 the	divine	promise	of	Genesis	28:14	ufaratsta,	 Yama	vekedmah,	
Tsafona	Venegba.	 In	 40	 short	 years,	Masorti	 has	 grown	 to	 80	 congregations	 and	minyanim.	 These	
Kehillot	are	made	up	of	Israelis	from	across	the	religious	spectrum	seeking	a	traditional,	yet	modern	
Judaism	 that	 welcomes	 and	 respects	 all	 Jews.	 Masorti	 has	 become	 a	 bridge	 between	 modern	
orthodoxy,	reform,	and	hiloni	Jews	in	Israel’s	religiously	polarized	society.	

	
Former	 President	 Shimon	 Peres,	 of	 blessed	 memory,	 beautifully	 described	 our	 success:	 “Quietly,	
systematically,	 and	 guided	 by	 a	 love	 of	 Israel,	 the	 movement	 succeeded	 in	 establishing	 itself	 in	
Israel…winning	hearts.”	

	
I	didn’t	fully	understand	the	depth	of	our	accomplishments	until	I	became	Board	Chairman.		Why	did	
I	 get	 involved?	 Two	 extraordinary	 events	motivated	me.	 I	 was	 deeply	moved	 by	my	 first	Masorti	
Rabbinic	Mission	to	Israel.	I	was	not	prepared	for	the	dynamism	and	profound	impact	of	the	t’nua.	I	
knew	we	were	doing	great	things.	But	seeing	it	first-hand	just	blew	me	away.	I	was	hooked	as	a	donor	
and	 advocate.	 That	 visit	 was	 followed	 by	my	 attending	 a	 Kabbalat	 Shabbat	 service	 at	 our	 Tziyon	
Kehillah	in	Jerusalem.	It	was	unforgettable.		

		
The	 service	 took	place	 in	 the	dining	 area	of	 a	 small	 boutique	hotel.	 	Over	 sixty	 children	were	 in	 a	
room	off	 to	 the	 side,	 participating	 in	prayer,	 Shabbat	 activities	 and	 stories.	There	was	not	 a	 single	
empty	 seat	 in	 the	 adult	 service.	 Present	 were	 Ashkenazim,	 Sephardim,	 and	 Jews	 from	 across	 the	
religious	spectrum.			

	
Following	 the	 beautiful	 service,	 a	 woman	 from	 the	 hotel	 approached	 our	 colleague	 Tamar	 Elad-
Applebaum.	Tamar	was	 informed	 that	 the	Kabbalat	Shabbat	 service	would	be	her	 last	 in	 the	hotel.	
The	mashgiach	had	informed	the	hotel	management	that	if	the	congregation	was	allowed	to	return,	
he	would	revoke	the	teudat	kashrut.		

	
This	 is	 the	type	of	story	I	have	heard	too	many	times.	 	And	yet,	despite	the	many	road	blocks	both	
political	 and	 economic,	 and	 operating	 on	 a	 shoestring	 budget,	 Masorti	 has	 grown	 and	 flourished.		
Thanks	 to	 the	 dedicated	 work	 of	 our	 colleagues	 in	 Israel,	 and	 our	 Masorti	 Movement	 Executive	
Director	Yizhar	Hess	and	his	dedicated	staff,	our	impact	on	Israeli	society	has	not	gone	unnoticed:	



• Our	Noam	Youth	Movement	serves	1,600	children.	
• In	2009	 the	 Israel	Democracy	 Institute	Guttman	Center	 for	 Surveys	 found	3.8%	of	 Israelis	

identify	with	the	Masorti	Movement.	Given	Israel’s	current	population,	that	amounts	to	over	
300,000	Israelis	who	consider	themselves	Masorti	Jews.		

• Annually,	we	perform	over	2,500	b’nei	mitzvah	 ceremonies	with	1,000	 taking	place	 at	 the	
Azarat	Yisrael	Masorti	Kotel.		

• Every	year,	Masorti	serves	over	500	children	with	disabilities.		

	
Remarkably,	 the	Masorti	Movement’s	many	accomplishments	have	been	achieved	with	 little	public	
funding	in	Israel	or	from	North	American	Conservative	Jews.			

	
I	 believe	 the	 t’nua	 deserves	 our	 love	 and	 financial	 support.	 	Masorti	 is	 one	 of	 the	 great	 stories	 of	
Israel’s	modern	statehood.		It	is	an	ongoing	miracle	unfolding	right	before	our	very	eyes.		It	far	more	
than	a	struggle	over	religious	pluralism	or	egalitarian	prayer	at	the	Kotel.	The	Masorti	Movement	is	
an	 array	 of	 inspiring	 Kehillot,	 educational	 and	 youth	 programs.	 Masorti	 is	 a	 national	 movement	
touching	Israeli	lives	every	single	day.	

	
Our	colleagues	in	Israel	need	and	deserve	our	financial	support.	Masorti	Rabbis	work	for	wages	that	
require	most	 of	 them	 to	 have	more	 than	 one	 job.	 This	will	 only	 change	with	 greater	 support	 and	
leadership	 from	us.	 	 The	Masorti	 Foundation	 in	New	York	 exists	 only	 for	 one	 purpose.	 	 That	 is	 to	
provide	well-deserved	support	for	the	Masorti	Movement	in	Israel.			

	
We	all	need	to	do	our	part	in	the	blossoming	of	the	Masorti	Movement	in	Israel.	We	are	in	a	battle	for	
the	 heart	 and	 soul	 of	 Israel.	 	 We	 need	 to	 fight	 for	 its	 spirit	 to	 be	 pluralistic	 and	 egalitarian,	 and	
inclusion	of	all	expressions	of	Judaism.	To	achieve	this	will	take	funding	and	a	passion	on	our	part	to	
make	Masorti	Judaism	thrive.		

	
We	are	very	proud	of	our	Masorti	Movement.	 	However,	while	we	rabbis	speak	out	and	protest	the	
Prime	Minister’s	 reneging	on	 the	Kotel	agreement,	our	pride	and	activism	have	not	 translated	 into	
broad-based	financial	support.	The	Masorti	Movement,	our	Israeli	colleagues,	and	our	Israeli	Kehillot	
deserve	so	much	better	from	us.	
	
I	hope	you	will	consider	how	you	and	your	congregation	can	support	the	Masorti	Movement.	It	could	
be	 including	a	Masorti	appeal	on	 the	High	Holy	Day,	or	encouraging	support	 from	the	bimah,	or	 in	
your	newsletter	column.	It	could	be	sharing	the	name	of	a	potential	donor	or	having	Gideon	Aronoff	
or	 one	of	Masorti	 Foundation’s	dedicated	Board	Members	 speak	 to	 your	 congregation.	 	 Encourage	
your	Federation	to	support	us.		My	local	Reform	colleagues	and	I,	together	made	the	ask	a	year	ago.	A	
grant	for	Masorti	and	Reform	Movements	unanimously	passed	and	will	be	renewed	for	this	coming	
fiscal	year.	
	 	
We	all	know	that	we	have	members	who	derive	great	satisfaction	 from	supporting	 Israel.	Why	not	
give	them	the	opportunity	to	express	their	love	for	Israel	by	supporting	our	own	Movement	in	Israel?	
Whenever	you	lead	a	group	to	Israel,	be	sure	to	let	Gideon	know,	so	he	can	arrange	for	a	Masorti	staff	
member	or	lay	leader	to	meet	with	your	group.			

	
A	visit	 to	any	of	our	Kehillot	 is	a	must	to	understand	Israel’s	religious	 landscape.	Seeing	Masorti	 in	
action	can	be	a	career-changing	experience.	That’s	how	I	became	involved.	

	
I	would	like	to	conclude	with	a	brief	video	about	the	impact	that	Masorti	is	making	in	the	lives	of	our	
fellow	Jews	in	Israel.	 	 I	will	be	present	for	the	entire	convention	and	would	love	to	hear	your	ideas	
and	discuss	how	you	and	your	Congregation	can	become	involved	in	this	sacred	effort.			
	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aE5mHAzyKAQ	
	


