




This year, preparation for Camp Ramah-NOAM was very 
different from all other years.  Set up was scheduled 

to begin just a few days after what turned out to be 
“Operation Protective Edge”.  It quickly became clear that 
we were not going to be able to hold the camp in our 
usual location - the Ben Shemen Forest.   Not only is the 
camp one of the highlights of NOAM’s annual program, 
but it was particularly important to hold the camp this 
year as a means of moving the children from the south 
out of the range of Hamas’ rockets and offer them a 
positive, enjoyable, Jewishly-oriented experience.  In 
cooperation with the Home Front Command and the 
Ministry of Education, an alternate site was found – the 
Jordan Park on the northern end of the Kinneret – and 
camp was quickly relocated and all the children rerouted.

Jewish camping provides a unique opportunity to acquire 
new skills.  Each year, NOAM staff help campers entering 
7th grade prepare for their Bar/Bat Mitzvah by learning 
to read Torah, prepare a D’var Torah, lay tefillin, and wrap 
themselves in a tallit.  

This year, the process was made even more memorable 
by the creation of a “NOAM Tallit”, distributed to each 
7th grader.  Decorated in NOAM’s colors of orange and 
green, the Masorti logo in the corners, and the inscription  
  (their ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all their paths are peace), the tallitot will 
continually reconnect each participant with the special 
NOAM values and skills they acquired in camp.  Tallitot 
were also distributed to those who participated in a “year 
of service” either as individuals or as a group.

Same Camp, Different Forest

A Mission of Love and Support
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Campers receive NOAM tallitot to remind them of values and skills they acquired in camp

More than 600 children, including 
additional children from the south 
who were our guests, participated 
in a fun-filled program with lots of 
special activities.

While travelling on the bus to Be’er Sheva, we experienced 
a “red alert” and had a very small taste of what Israelis living 
in the south experience on a daily basis.  We also met with 
Justice Minister Tzipi Livni, and had a very emotional and 
inspiring encounter with Racheli Frankel, the mother of Naftali 
Frankel, z”l (one of the three young men kidnapped and 
murdered at the very start of this year’s hostilities).

Racheli Frankel addresses the joint solidarity mission 
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This year’s tefilah (prayers) for Erev Tisha 
B’Av took place in the shadow of the war 

and the two terror attacks that occurred in 
Jerusalem earlier that very same day. Despite 
or maybe due to this complex situation, 
approximately 200 congregants and rabbis 
from Masorti kehilot nationwide attended the 
reading of Eicha (Lamentations), held at Azrat 
Yisrael (the recently expanded egalitarian 
area at Robinson’s Arch) at the Western Wall.  
Tisha B’Av services were also held at Masorti kehillot all over Israel. 

On Tisha B’Av day, the Masorti Movement took an active leadership 
role organizing the Tikun La’Kehila Conference. This annual event, 
attended by more than 500 people, brings together a variety of 
Jewish renewal organizations. Masorti Rabbi Chaya Baker spoke on 
the opening panel discussion with an Haredi Rabbi and rebbetzin, 
which itself was an unusual occurrence. She inspired the audience 
with her thoughts on unifying the Jewish people once again by 
ratcheting down the rhetoric and educating our communities to 
respect for each others’ differences. Rabbi Baker’s Masorti kehillah, 
Ramot Zion is in French Hill, a Jerusalem neighborhood fighting to 
keep its pluralistic identity.

CONTACT US 
To find out more about the 
Masorti Foundation and our 
work in Israel, please visit 
www.masorti.org or call 
Laura J. Lewis, Executive 
Director at 212.870.2216.

Masorti Foundation for 
Conservative Judaism in Israel
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 832 
New York, NY 10115-0122

Masorti Foundation for 
Conservative Judaism in Israel
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 832 
New York, NY 10115-0122

200 people from 
Masorti kehilot 
nationwide  
attended the reading 
of Eicha in the 
shadow of the war.
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