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Leadership Message
Dear Friends,
In the extraordinary year of Covid-19, the Masorti Movement in Israel has
been challenged as never before. Israelis sought and needed ever deeper
connections to their Judaism and to community. They needed support to
overcome the dislocation of lockdowns, of physical separation, and of
economic distress.
Fortunately for our more than 87 communities -- for thousands of unaffiliated
Israelis who turn to Masorti for identification and support, for the young
Israelis across the country of the NOAM youth movement, and so many
others -- the Masorti Movement met this unprecedented challenge.
The Masorti Movement and its Jewish Pluralism Watch program have been a
constant force for good during a year of great political uncertainty, with
multiple elections and no stable government. Regardless of which way the
political winds were blowing, Masorti Israel stood firm in advocating for
Jewish pluralism, inclusion, and religious equality in Israeli society – all
keys to Israel’s future as a Jewish and Democratic state.
With all that is taking place in Israel and around the world we are challenged
to answer this question: Why Masorti?
Why? Because with support from the thousands of donors, big and small, the
Masorti Movement met the needs of its communities. Young and old,
families, singles, children with challenges, LGBTQ , immigrants, and converts
to Judaism — all found relief in various ways through the work of the Masorti
Movement.
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The Masorti Movement has been a constant force for good
during a year of great political uncertainty...

All the more remarkable considering the ongoing obstruction Masorti Israel
faces from the State, and the significant challenges of building and serving the
community during the Coronavirus crisis, the Movement persisted in
advocating for and building an Israel that is true to its Declaration of
Independence:
“The State of Israel will…uphold the full social and political equality of all its citizens,
without distinction of race, creed, or sex; will guarantee full freedom of conscience,
worship, education and culture.”
Why Masorti? We hope you will read on to hear from Masorti activists in the
United States and Israel who seek to answer this essential question. The
amazing community support Masorti received during 2020 – a year of deep
fear, isolation, and suffering – is cause for great optimism for the future.
May we, together with our partners in Israel, go forth from strength to strength.

Heidi Schneider
Chair

Gideon Aronoff
Executive Director
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With Grateful Thanks to
All the Masorti Foundation
Supporters
Thanks to nearly 3,000 generous individual and organizational supporters who
donated a total of over $2.2 million in 2020, Masorti Israel had the infrastructure in
place and the resources on hand to address the emergency situations brought about
by the Covid-19 crisis. Every gift was deeply appreciated by Israelis in more than
87 Masorti communities and throughout Israel who turned to Masorti for spiritual
uplift and social service connections during this challenging year.
It is what being part of a caring, committed community is all about. And why there
are now 800,000 individuals throughout Israel seeking the welcoming, pluralistic,
egalitarian Judaism that Masorti offers. The kind of Judaism that fully embraces
people with disabilities as part of the minyan, Jews of Color like the Abayudaya of
Uganda, and people in the LGBTQ community.

Through the nearly $1,000,000 contributed by 2,454 individual supporters to the
Annual Campaign and specific programs, along with the 352 donors who
contributed nearly $600,000 in direct gifts to our growing Kehillot, Masorti was
able to turn on a dime to make sure no person in its extensive network of
communities and programs felt isolated during the pandemic.

5

At the same time, donors enabled Masorti Israel to strengthen Jewish Pluralism
Watch’s advocacy efforts on behalf of people seeking to be converted under
Movement auspices in a way that is recognized by the State, and to make sure that
Ezrat Yisrael – the Masorti Family Kotel -- is a beacon for all Jews who want the
freedom to pray peacefully at the Kotel in a way they find the most meaningful.
Egalitarian Judaism in Israel is now gaining a stronghold. Along with its numerous
women rabbis and lay leaders, the Movement now has its first woman leader –
Rakefet Ginsberg. She succeeds Yizhar Hess, who led the Movement so ably for
over 13 years. It is especially rewarding to see the core Masorti value of full equality
for women becoming a reality throughout Israel.
Along with thanking all the individuals who supported the Movement this year, we
also want to thank the 230 Foundations, Federations, Family Funds, organizations,
universities, and synagogues which contributed almost $638,000 in total to the
Movement in 2020.
It was wonderful to see over 60 synagogues signing up for the first-ever Masorti
Shabbat. We are even more grateful that most of these synagogues included followup online programs in their celebrations, even as their congregations were grappling
with issues resulting from Covid-19.
Hundreds of thousands of Israelis deeply appreciate our support. On their behalf,
we thank you for going above and beyond in generosity during difficult times.
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Why Masorti?
Gloria Bieler, Board Member and Past
Chair
For Israel to continue to thrive morally, ethically, and
spiritually, it needs what Masorti brings to religious experience
in Israel.
Masorti is a truly Israeli movement, serving hundreds of
thousands of Israelis in nearly 90 communities. Masorti is
inclusive, valuing pluralism as a central framework for all of
its actions.
Synagogues are led by women and men, by people coming from Ashkenazi and
Sephardi traditions. Masorti congregations embrace all kinds of families, all
genders, all ethnic backgrounds. Families living with disabilities and families
caring for older adults with dementia are active members who greatly appreciate
the community support they receive.
Tikkun Olam, repair of the world, is taught and lived through sermons,
educational programs, the NOAM national youth movement, Ramah NOAM
Camp, and much more. Masorti communities reach out to Muslim and Christian
communities to celebrate and study together, to learn from one another. All search
for peace together.
I support Masorti because it fosters pluralistic, egalitarian Jewish values, as well as
traditions of liturgy and observance, that forward its work to build a more
inclusive, just Israel and a better world. I encourage everyone who shares these
timeless values to join me in supporting this sacred cause.
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Why Masorti?
Masorti Israelis Speak Out
NOAM Movement, Shinshinim Year of
Volunteer Service
“My time in the program taught me so much and
helped me grow as a young adult. The program
enabled us to learn and experience being an adult
while still having a huge support system and
mentors. It taught us how to live with others and
manage money in addition to showing us how
important it is to give back to the country we live in.
Through the program, I gained so many life skills
and really discovered myself. “
Masorti Weddings
It was important to Omer and Shani that
their wedding ceremony reflect their Jewish
lives, which are based on an egalitarian,
loving, and accepting Judaism. So that meant
a Masorti wedding officiated by a Masorti
rabbi. Masorti is working to insure that
weddings officiated by its rabbis are
recognized by the State of Israel.
Says Shani: “Together with our rabbi, we created
a ceremony that reflected our world and all of the
significance that we wanted to bring to our special
day.”

8

Why Masorti?
Rabbi Gordon Tucker, Vice Chancellor,
Religious Life and Engagement, Jewish
Theological Seminary, Masorti Board
Member and Past Chair
Masorti is among the ways in which Israeli society has its
chance at spiritual health and the ethical commitments that
come along with it. The spiritual health of Israeli society
depends on there being a multiplicity of ways of expressing
Jewish religious urgings.
When I was a student in the early grades we were taught to sing this song:
ארץ ישראל בלי תורה היא כגוף בלי נשמה
“The Land of Israel without Torah is like a body without a soul.”
But just what is Torah? That is the question that hovers over all. Isn’t a Jewish state the
one place in which everyone’s conscientious understanding of Torah and God’s will
should be respected, welcomed, and included? Was the Zionist project just about
transplanting the religious life of the Eastern European shtetl to the Middle East with
no change or developing, save for having an army to protect it? Or was it always meant
to be a vision of a secure home along with an outpouring of creative flowering of which
Jews had been deprived for so long?
That is the story of Masorti -- that the generations-long vision of that flowering Judaism
be realized. And it is why I support this noble cause, and believe it my responsibility to
inspire others to support it as well.
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Why Masorti?
Masorti Israelis Speak Out
Masorti Immigration
The Abrau family immigrated from Brazil
with their two children.
After experiencing a Shabbat in the Masorti
Netzach Yisrael congregation, they “realized
that it is not just a synagogue - it is a real
community. People approached us as soon as we
arrived, asked about us and were interested in us.
They also invited us to Shabbat dinner, and there
was especially a warm relationship with Rabbi
Gustavo Suraski and his family."

Masorti Conversions
Completing conversion with Rabbi Peretz
Rodman and Masorti’s Beit Din (Conversion
Court) means joyously joining the Jewish
people. Israel’s official conversion courts
present numerous obstacles to Jews who
convert, but many Israelis find Masorti’s
conversion program a welcoming
environment whether they are Sabras (native
born), new immigrants, a couple adopting a
child, LGBTQ, or interfaith couples.
Your people shall be my people (Ruth 1:16) is a
core principle of Masorti Judaism.
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Why Masorti?
Arnold Podgorsky, Board Member
Masorti is an Israeli movement. Over half its participants are
sabras. It has more than 87 kehillot and minyanim across the
country, and more than 1,700 young people in NOAM, the
Masorti Youth Movement.
A recent Jewish People Policy Institute study found that
800,000 Israelis, over 13% and growing, identify with Masorti
and other liberal streams of Judaism.
The growth opportunity for Masorti is a source of great optimism for the future.
Masorti’s rabbis are inspirational, and their kehillot warm and welcoming. Masorti
reaches out. Through its programs, Masorti is open and welcoming of all Jewish
children, regardless of their backgrounds and religious upbringing.
The great inspiration in Masorti is matched only by the great hurdles the Israeli
government imposes to its growth. Even when the government agreed to a place for
egalitarian worship at the Kotel’s Robinson’s Arch, it backed away from the agreement.
And so it falls to us. As Israelis bring energy and commitment, we can bring funds to
support kehillot and rabbis, and to help compensate staff for hard work.
Judaism has never had just one point of view. The Talmud is comprised largely of
debate. In Judaism there is always a Hillel and a Shammai. Pluralism, diversity of views,
and mutual respect for differences infuses our history and makeup. Yet, Israel is not
Jewishly pluralistic today; the Masorti Movement is working to change that, to open
gates for more Israeli Jews to live Jewishly.
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Why Masorti?
Hear from Masorti Israelis:
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs for Children with Disabilities
“My son, Arie is on the autism spectrum. He turned
thirteen this year, and a special Bar Mitzvah program
was implemented at his school, in cooperation with the
Masorti Movement.
The ceremony took place at the Western Wall. The
entire process was organized and directed by the Masorti
Movement staff and the school staff. As parents, we
experienced enormous excitement, overwhelming
happiness, and an incredibly inspiring Bar Mitzvah
day.”

Innovative Programming: K’Sharim for
Adults with Alzheimer's/Dementia
The K’Sharim program stimulates Israeli
seniors with Alzheimer’s disease and other
forms of dementia. Thousands of older
adults have declined further mentally due to
being isolated during the Covid crisis. The
program includes diverse activities – physical,
cognitive, motor, sensory, and social – which
mitigate loneliness and maintains existing
levels of functionality.
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Masorti Movement:
Facing and Overcoming the
Challenges of Covid-19
Watch this video about Masorti as it overcame the challenges of a year of Covid-19. The
Movement creatively re-imagined and even expanded its programming despite the limitations
of lockdowns, thanks to its clergy, lay leaders, parents, and children.
https://youtu.be/sz5Td-uFk74
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Preserving Traditional Masorti
Services in Non-Traditional
Ways During Covid-19
Whether Passover, High Holidays or other ceremonies, the Masorti Movement found
creative solutions to persevere.
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Preserving Customs through
Creative Means: Online Lessons
for Rosh Hashanah &Yom
Kippur
The learning never stopped – whether through online lessons or a Shofar
blowing tutorial, Masorti kept people engaged.
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Adapting Meaningful
Lifecycle Events in the Face of
Covid Restrictions
Whether it’s a Bar or Bat Mitzvah for children with disabilities, or distanced
wedding ceremonies, Masorti found ways to fulfill people’s dreams.
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Preserving Community for Young
and Old through NOAM and
through Community Gardens
Overcoming challenges through reinvention and resilience kept children in camp and
adults active and socially connected.
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Masorti Leadership
Masorti Foundation
Board of Directors:

Masorti Movement Leadership:
Chair, Sophie Fellman Rafalovitz

Chair
Heidi Schneider
Vice Chair
Temma Kingsley
Treasurer
Toni Bickart
Secretary
Richard Kahn
Board Members
Gloria Bieler
David Braun
Rabbi Elliot Dorff
Aklilu Dunlap
Robert Goodman, MD
Richard Greenfield
Diane Halivni
Rosalind Fuchsberg Kaufman
Rabbi Jay M. Kornsgold
David Parker
Arnold Podgorsky
Mark Popovsky, MD
Rabbi Gerald Skolnik
Rabbi Robert Slosberg
Rabbi Gordon Tucker

Executive Director, Rakefet Ginsberg

Executive Director:

Gideon Aronoff
Assistant Director, Development:
Alan Grossman
Business Manager:
Eric Segal
Communications Consultant:
Judith Princz
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Financial Snapshot: 2020*
9%

Contributions Total: $2,539,376
Unrestricted

42%

Restricted

49%
Designated

Expenses Total: $2,357,574
7%

10%

Program
Fundraising

83%
Management &
Admin.

* 2020 financials unaudited.
Audited Financial Statements are available on request at info@masorti.org.
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Masorti Foundation
for Conservative Judaism in Israel
The Masorti Foundation for Conservative Judaism supports the
work of Israelis in building a Judaism that is rooted in observance
and tradition while recognizing how modern life in Israel is lived:
through education, ideas, advocacy, and crucially important
financial support, the Masorti Foundation bolsters the essential
work of the Masorti Movement of Israel.

www.facebook.com/MasortiFoundation
www.instagram.com/masorti_foundation
www.linkedin.com/masorti-foundation-for-conservative-judaism-in-israel
www.twitter.com/Masorti.Fnd
www.youtube.com/user/MasortiDotOrg
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